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May 21, 2017      John 14:15–21 

 

15 If you love me, hold on to my commands. 16 I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

Counselor to be with you forever. 17 He is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive 

because it does not see him or know him. You know him because he stays with you and will be in 

you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will see 

me no longer, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know 

that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 The one who has my commands and 

holds on to them is the one who loves me. And the one who loves me will be loved by my Father. I 

too will love him and show myself to him. 

 

Have you ever seen the video of JFK’s funeral, when his son salutes the casket of his father when it 

goes by?  It is such a sad picture.   You think of such a young boy to have to go through life without his 

father. . . orphans are some of the most vulnerable in any society.   An orphan is child of someone who 

has been left behind to struggle on his own due to death or abandonment.  They can end up abused or 

in poverty.  They can go down some really dark paths without any protection or supervision or care.  

Jesus was about to die, but He said to His disciples, “I will not leave you as orphans.”      

 

You are Not Orphans 

 

Jesus had chosen the disciples and adopted them in some senses.  Their relationship would have been 

closer than many of us experience in a household even.  This relationship would have been much 

stronger than that - think more of a bond that you get with a sports team or a unit in a battalion after 

going through battle together.  He was their leader.  For three years they had spent almost every minute 

of every day with Him.   They ate and drank with Him and chased out demons with Him.  They stood 

by His side when He was ridiculed and mocked.  They fed on His every word.   He was more than their 

teacher.  He was to be their Messiah.    

 

What is more, in today’s text Jesus linked His life to theirs.  He said, “Because I live, you too will 

live.”  He joined their lives with His life.  He wanted them to be dependent on Him for their very lives!  

As long as He was alive they would live.  But if He was dead, then they would have had to conclude, 

“So are we!”  Now He was talking about leaving them and willingly going to die.  What else were they 

to think?  They would have felt abandoned for sure.   

 

It is a feeling you may know personally through the loss of someone you depended on, someone that 

God had given to you.  The widow finds herself having to take out the garbage and pay the bills.  The 

child finds himself no father to play catch with or no mother to do her hair or walk her down the aisle 

of her wedding.  You can’t help but take it back to God.  You will say to yourself,  “Since God allowed 

my love and my life to die, God is the one who abandoned me.”  The devil himself will play upon your 

emotions and say, “Yes, yes, you have been abandoned!”  The disciples would have had to wrestle with 

the same emotions when Jesus died.    
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Jesus promised the disciples that they wouldn’t be abandoned, however.  I will ask the Father, and he 

will give you another Counselor to be with you forever. 17 He is the Spirit of truth, whom the 

world cannot receive because it does not see him or know him. You know him because he stays 

with you and will be in you.   Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “another Counselor.”   However, the 

Holy Spirit was not going to serve as a REPLACEMENT for Jesus.   Instead, the Holy Spirit would 

give them a divinely inspired memory to remember what Jesus did and said.   In John 14:25 Jesus said, 

“the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things 

and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”  So it was through the inspiration of the Holy 

Spirit that the disciples wrote what is called the Word of God.  Through these words and promises of 

Jesus they would remember that Jesus had prophesied His own death and resurrection to pay for the 

sins of the world. The Holy Spirit would serve as the mouthpiece and looking glass for Jesus.  The 

living and powerful Holy Spirit does the same with us.   He is God’s Counselor who shows us Jesus.  

He adopts us and takes us from the abusive orphanage of death and the devil.   

 

It’s really quite incredulous if you think about it from a physical point of view.  Jesus promised that an 

invisible Person would continue to live in them and speak to them and comfort them from then on and 

forever.   We too, confess and believe that Jesus still sends His Holy Spirit to speak with us and 

strengthen us.  But even this is confusing to Christians, because we can’t see Him.  Some Christians try 

to find signs of the Holy Spirit.  They seek to have Him speak in some special way.   They wait for 

directions from the Holy Spirit to lead them from one pathway or another.  They seek the Spirit within 

their hearts through their emotions and their feelings.  The devil then plays upon their expectations.  He 

says, “If you really had the Holy Spirit, you wouldn’t have these feelings of abandonment.  You 

wouldn’t feel so empty.  You wouldn’t be so angry inside.  You would be on fire for Jesus.  But you’re 

not, because you don’t have the Holy Spirit.  You aren’t really Christian after all!”   

 

But that’s not how Jesus said He would send the Holy Spirit.  Remember what Jesus said even in 

today’s text.  “If you love me, hold on to my commands. 16 I will ask the Father, and he will give 

you another Counselor to be with you forever. 17 He is the Spirit of truth.”  Jesus defined the 

Spirit as the Spirit of TRUTH.  Truth is spoken.  It is confessed.  It is Jesus.  He spoke about the basis 

through which the Spirit would come, through those who love Jesus by “hold(ing) on to my 

commands.”  What did Jesus command His disciples?  What does Jesus command us?  That’s what the 

crowd asked Jesus in John 6.  What did He say? “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he 

has sent.”  Believe in who He is and what He has done.  He was sent from the Father to redeem the 

world through His death for the sins of the world and resurrection.  Believe this.  We could go out from 

there.  He has commanded us to go into the world and make disciples of all nations.  He has told us to 

take His body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins.   He has commanded us not to let our hearts be 

troubled or to be afraid, because He was leaving - going to the cross - exactly according to what was 

prophesied for Him to do.  So also He would come back to get us on the Final Day.    
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When you are listening to the Holy Spirit speak to you about Jesus, He fights off the devil’s whispers 

when he says, “God has abandoned you!”  This means that even as we walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, we don’t panic.  We don’t let go.  We don’t say to God, “You’re going the wrong 

way.  I see a better pathway over there.”  We don’t abandon Him, for the Holy Spirit keeps saying to 

us, “Let His rod and staff keep guiding you.  Keep feeding at His table.  Keep feeding on His love.”   

 

We need the Holy Spirit more than ever.  Why?  Jesus doesn’t just command us to receive the Word 

and sacrament.  He also tells us to love.  You would think love would be easy.  Who doesn’t want to 

love?  But when love exposes hate, it becomes the victim of hate.  Cain hated his brother and lured him 

out into a field to kill him.  Abel hadn’t done anything to Cain.  He was loving to God and to Cain.  But 

in Cain’s mind Abel had shown him up and made him look bad.  He blamed Abel for his own sin, and 

so he killed him.  Abel was seemingly the goody two shoes that could do no wrong in God’s sight.  So 

Abel died as the first martyr at the hands of Cain for doing nothing more than loving God.    

 

As the world goes the way of Cain, we will face more and more of the same anger.  We live in a world 

that demands its rights even though those “rights” include murdering infants in the womb, men 

dressing as women, and women marrying women.  We live in a world where love means acceptance.  

The only thing that will bring the hatred of the world is when sin is not exposed and not accepted.  If 

we dare to speak out against such “rights” we are attacked as being unloving and hateful.   

 

How do we live and survive?  We don’t become fearful of the hatred.  Nor do we stop making 

sacrifices because it makes other people angry.  It is easy to fall into the mentality of, “Kill or be 

killed.”  It is easy to think that the courts or the government will have to come to our rescue - to rely on 

the law.  We become more and more angry, more and more full of fighting for our rights, thinking that 

we need to put on an attitude of anger and edge in order to survive.  Fight fire with fire.   Or perhaps 

we to the opposite extreme and just live and let live.  As the Harvest Baptist Church says on their 

billboard, “Love em all and let God sort them out in the end.”   

 

But what was Jesus’ solution?  Was it to say nothing?  Or was it to speak up against the unbelief and 

sin of his day?  Didn’t He openly address the disciples’ fears?  Didn’t He confess the truth that He was 

the Messiah and end up being killed for it?  Jesus’ solution was to be killed in order to pay for the sins 

of the world.  This was His way of love - the painful and sacrificial way.  Jesus said, “I will not leave 

you as orphans.”  If you think of this in terms of abandonment, it was the very means through which 

God connected Himself to us, was through the abandonment of His Son on the cross.  What a way to 

adopt us, but through the very abandonment of His Son instead of us?  In what seems to be a picture of 

hate was actually God’s pathway to love.  This was His version of love.   

 

Jesus says to us, “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has 

no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 

command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s 

business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have 
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made known to you.”  (John 15:12-15)  We do not survive in life by scratching and clawing to get 

ahead.  We don’t take on a kill or be killed mentality.  We don’t say to ourselves, “I only have time to 

look after #1.”   Nor do we stay in the corner and shut up.  Greater love has no one than this, that he 

lay down his life for his friends.   How do we show the world that our God is alive?  You lay down 

your life for one another.  You give your all to keep one another in the faith, and to take care of one 

another.  You don’t abandon each other.   You have been given the Holy Spirit in your baptism.  You 

still have His strength and guidance as you listen to His Word.  You are not alone.    

 

It must be a scary thing for a child to hear his parents argue, to wonder to himself, “Are they getting 

divorced?”  I can’t imagine the fear a young boy would have to go through having to have another male 

enter the household and act as the father figure in contrast to the father that could have been or should 

have been.  What kind of anger would there be if his or her father abandoned the family for another 

woman?  It is a sad thing to see so many orphans in our world, standing on the side of the road as the 

devil carries their guardians away.    

 

Another sad thing is that we become more and more consumed with our electronics; we are becoming 

more and more secluded in our lives.  In the process we are abandoning one another.   How can we lay 

down our lives for people we don’t even take the time to get to know?  What can bring us back 

together?  The same Spirit that Jesus gave His disciples.  The same sacrifice that brought us together in 

the first place.  The same Jesus.  The same cross.  The same Word.  The same sacraments.   

 

It must have been confusing and scary to the disciples to hear Jesus saying, “I’m going away, but I’m 

not going to leave you as orphans.”  Jesus didn’t leave them even as He went to the cross.  No, He 

united Himself to them and to us.  Christianity is not a salute goodbye to Jesus as He rides into heaven 

and leaves us behind.  He stayed with them by giving them the Holy Spirit to speak to them, live in 

them, and show them who Jesus is.  Jesus is still with you, for His Holy Spirit is still alive and speaking 

to us and living in us through His Word and sacrament.  He wants to keep us connected to Jesus’ love, 

and connected to each other with the same kind of love.  This is not abandonment.  This is adoption 

into a family, an active and living family of love.   Amen.  


